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Interview with a DJ: Mister DJ

M
ister DJ is certainly an established name in the 3DX EDM1 community. Before thrilling audiences in our virtual 

world, Mister DJ was also an accomplished real life DJ in his Egyptian home land. We were very happy at the 

gazette when he allowed us this interview, the next instalment in our new series: interview with a DJ.

C A N  Y O U  T E L L  U S  A  L I T T L E  A B O U T  Y O U R S E L F  A N D  H O W  Y O U  G O T  I N T O  D J ' I N G ?  W A S  I T  

S O M E T H I N G  Y O U  A L W A Y S  W A N T E D  T O  D O ?

I am an Engineer by trade but I've been connected to music since I was 5 years old. My older brothers had a small 

band. They used to play music at home all the time and they used to take me with them to their rehearsals. That 

planted the roots of music deep inside me.  When I first landed in 3DX I was surprised to learn that there was a 

possibility to play live music. Even if it's a virtual world the audience is real. It took some time for me to get help 

from friends to launch my own stream and play live myself.  For some reason it's not easy to become a popular DJ 

in 3DX, specially for a person like me with a different culture and poor social abilities. Thank god I did my best to 

play my music which I always believed to be a way to spread happiness.

1https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_dance_music
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H O W  L O N G  D I D  I T  T A K E  Y O U  T O  L E A R N  T O  D J ,  A N D  W H A T  W A S  T H A T  P R O C E S S  L I K E ?  D I D  Y O U  P I C K  

T H I N G S  U P  O N  Y O U R  O W N  O R  H A V E  G U I D A N C E  A L O N G  T H E  W A Y ?

Back in 1983 breakdance2 music started to spread and that's when I first started DJ-ing in real life. I bought myself 

a vinyl record controller. At that time mixing wasn't so easy with the available analog equipment and it was mainly 

used for scratching3. By the mid 80's electronic music became more prevalent and it gave DJs a wide canvas to 

be creative.  I played for clubs and did some big concerts. My biggest gig was in 2000 at New Year's Eve at Cairo 

Stadium4 for an audience of about 85.000 people. I stopped playing in clubs 7 years ago.  Of course playing live for 

a real audience is a totally different experience. You can see the reaction of people in their eyes, whether you are 

good or they got bored or even willing to throw rotten tomatoes at you. You can't imagine how tough it is when you 

fail in front of an audience. But also it's an immediate sign to correct yourself.

W H A T  S O F T W A R E  A N D  E Q U I P M E N T  D O  Y O U  U S E  F O R  Y O U R  S E T S ,  A R E  T H E R E  A N Y  T O O L S  O R  

P L U G I N S  Y O U ’ D  R E C O M M E N D  F O R  A S P I R I N G  D J S ?

I used to have some extensive equipment when I was playing live in nightclubs and doing concerts, but now as I 

get older and cant handle playing for 6 or 8 hours, I only mix music, record it and give it to friends to play at 

nightclubs here in Dubai.  Last year i bought myself a PIONEER DDJ-FLX45. For software I use VirtualDJ6 and 

Audacity7 for mixing drums and loops. And of course lots of coffee. The most amazing discovery in human history 

after fire is coffee!  In terms of equipment I always believed that you don't need to use a cannon to swat a fly, so I 

always kept it minimal. In the end it's always the musician not the equipment that delivers good music.  This might 

sound a bit controversial in the 3dx context, but if you cant mix music then you are not a DJ, you are an MP3 

player. You can put a play list of songs on something like a media player and just play it, so why buy expensive 

gear like a controller?

H O W  W O U L D  Y O U  D E S C R I B E  Y O U R  M U S I C  S T Y L E ,  A N D  W H A T  I N F L U E N C E S  Y O U R  S E L E C T I O N ?  A N Y  

G E N R E S  O R  A R T I S T S  T H A T  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  I N S P I R E  Y O U ?

My music is mostly electric music but I like the challenge of mashing up all genres into a house beat. I played all 

kinds of electro music but i always prefer to play mashups of popular songs, avoiding never ending boring loops.  

You have to prepare the playlist first. Professional DJs do it this way, they prepare every song with all necessary 

editing in advance. The mixing, beats and stems8) are done live on the other hand.  What is great about house 

music is that you can play the same song at every gig you do, yet make it sound different each time.

P E R F O R M I N G  I N  A  V I R T U A L  S P A C E  L I K E  3 D X  M U S T  B E  U N I Q U E — W H A T ’ S  B E E N  Y O U R  M O S T  

M E M O R A B L E  G I G  S O  F A R ?

I must confess that performing in 3DX is different from real life, it's more comfortable but it's a bit harder to keep 

your audience involved. I usually use vocal comments to keep people's attention.  I had many memorable gigs, 

but the one I really cant forget was in the MOONLIGH DREAM CLUB. That day for reasons I don't know I started 

2https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breakdancing

3https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scratching

4https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cairo_International_Stadium

5https://www.pioneerdj.com/en/product/controller/ddj-flx4/black/overview/

6https://virtualdj.com

7https://www.audacityteam.org

8https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stem_(audio
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playing while there 110 people in the room. I ended up with 235. The vibe was amazing and that makes me play 

my best.

W H A T  D O E S  M U S I C  M E A N  T O  Y O U  O N  A  P E R S O N A L  L E V E L ,  H A S  I T  P L A Y E D  A  S I G N I F I C A N T  R O L E  I N  

Y O U R  L I F E ?

Music has been my companion during all stages of my life. I have a song to remind me of every occasion. Even 

with a demanding career as an Engineer and all the responsibilities this entails, music has always been my 

escape.  I remember all my family were music lovers. My dad had a huge library of vinyl classics and my elder 

brothers had a band, so there was music of all kinds playing at home almost all the time.  I still play music almost 

all the time and everywhere I go.

I F  Y O U  W E R E  S T R A N D E D  O N  A  D E S E R T  I S L A N D  A N D  C O U L D  O N L Y  B R I N G  T H R E E  T R A C K S  T O  L I S T E N  

T O  F O R E V E R ,  W H I C H  O N E S  W O U L D  Y O U  P I C K — A N D  W H Y ?

This is a bit of a hard question. As i mentioned i have a song for every memory and many of them are Arabic 

songs. But there is one song I cant get bored of playing again and again. It's Against All Odds9) by Phill Collins10. 

This song touches me deep  Yes I am an EDM dj, but thats not the music I play at home.

With special thanks to MisterDJ.

9https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Against_All_Odds_(Take_a_Look_at_Me_Now

10https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phil_Collins
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